
Life Cycle of Carriers

Maintaining 3 carriers available on station for critical missions 
around the globe requires 11 carriers in a continuous schedule 
of deployment, training and maintenance. 
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“... When I look out into the 
 future, We need AT LEAST 11 carriers.” 
    

— Adm. Jonathan Greenert, Chief of Naval Operations
     May 21, 2014

With only 10 carriers the number of carriers continuously available 
to be on mission is reduced to 2. In addition, ships, equipment and 
crews are severely strained and maintenance costs are increased 
as deployments and the time crews are away from home are 
extended and the time between deployments is reduced.
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1 Carrier Refueling

At the midpoint of a carrier’s 
50-year life cycle it is 
refueled, recapitalized and 
modernized to be ready for 
another 25 years of service.
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Elements of the 36-month U.S. Navy
Optimized Aircraft Carrier Presence Plan
used to ensure that carriers and aircraft are
properly maintained and crews are ready for
their next mission or to respond to crisis:

Eleven carriers are the minimum number required to enable 3 of these great ships to be 
continuously stationed at strategic points across the globe and to rapidly respond to an 
unexpected crisis. But with the retirement of USS Enterprise (CVN 65) and until the 
delivery of Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78), our nation's aircraft carrier fleet is temporarily at 10.


