
THE AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER INDUSTRIAL 
BASE IS ENTERING 
ROUGH SEAS NOW

1	ACIBC administered a survey to 219 suppliers across the nation from October 16 to November 6, 2024.

U.S. Navy aircraft carriers remain in high demand;  
8 of 11 were deployed worldwide in 2024.

But delays to CVN 82 procurement timelines have 
yielded the largest build interval to date between 
nuclear aircraft carriers.

Based on a recent Aircraft Carrier Industrial Base 
Coalition (ACIBC) survey,1 this risks:

•   �Future aircraft carrier force structure

•   �The health of a fragile nuclear  
shipbuilding industrial base  

•   �The ability to build, maintain or deploy  
aircraft carriers vital to national security  
in the future 

Only 10%  
of survey respondents 
are now working at 
maximum capacity

AIRCRAFT CARRIER 
SUPPLIERS ARE:

•  Going cold NOW

•  Reassigning workforce NOW
•  �Exploring alternative business opportunities  

outside of military shipbuilding NOW

73% 

of CVN advance 
procurement supply 

lines are or will  
go cold in 2025

83% 

of CVN advance 
procurement  supply 

lines are or will  
go cold in 2026

96% 

of CVN advance 
procurement supply 

lines are or will  
go cold in 2027

Newport News Shipbuilding data—critical single or sole-source material.



The Aircraft Carrier Industrial Base Coalition (ACIBC) represents the more than 2,000 businesses from 44 states that supply parts, equipment and services for the 
construction and maintenance of U.S. Navy aircraft carriers. Established in 2004, ACIBC seeks to preserve the strength of the aircraft carrier force and promote the value of 
the aircraft carrier industrial base as a vital part of the nation’s overall defense structure. 

SUPPLIERS GOING COLD WILL LIKELY IMPACT 
BOTH TODAY’S READINESS AND TOMORROW’S 
FORCE STRUCTURE ...

... �ACROSS THE ENTIRE NUCLEAR 
SHIPBUILDING INDUSTRIAL BASE

Respondents that provide 
parts for both aircraft carrier 

and submarine programs

Respondents that support both 
current aircraft carrier readiness and 

new construction efforts  

Respondents that are  
single or sole-source 
providers — over 50%

$600M in advance 
procurement funding  
for CVN 82 starting in FY2026

Per the Navy’s 2023 Report 
to Congress, two-ship buys 
with at least three years of 
advance procurement and 
four year build intervals 
(“2-3-4”) remains the optimal 
procurement profile for  
future aircraft carriers. 

The Aircraft Carrier 
Industrial Base needs  
a firm commitment and 
funding for the next 
aircraft carrier NOW 
and requests:

CVN 82 procurement and 
contract award  
no later than FY2029

89% 80% 52%


